
NITTANY VALLEY        

REGION Population 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2000.  American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012.  
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GEOGRAPHY 2000 CENSUS 2010 CENSUS 
POPULATION 

CHANGE (%) 

Bellefonte Borough 6,395 6,187 -3.3% 

Benner Township* 3,205 4,189 30.7% 

Prisons* 2,012 1,999 -0.6% 

Marion Township 978 1,224 25.2% 

Spring Township 6,117 7,470 22.1% 

Walker Township 3,299 4,433 34.4% 

Nittany Valley 22,006 25,502 15.8% 

Centre County 135,758 153,990 13.4% 

*The populations of the State Correctional Institutions at Rockview and Benner Township historically were 

counted as part of Benner Township’s population.  However, in the 2010 U.S. Census, the prison population was 

counted separately and a specific Census Tract geography was created.  Therefore, to compare a more accurate 

population growth for Benner Township, the prison population as recorded in the 2004 Nittany Valley Region 

Comprehensive Plan was extracted from Benner Township’s 2000 U.S. Census population.   

Population Growth* 

Walker Township 

34.4% 

Nittany Valley 

15.8% 

Centre County 

13.4% 

Population by Race* 

2,537

9,620

1,487
2,435

7,421

2,002

Under 18 18 to 64 years 65 years and over

2010 CENSUS POPULATION NITTANY VALLEY BY SEX IN 
AGE BRACKETS

Males Females

1,956 male prison 

inmates 18 to 64 

years of age 

Population in Age Brackets* 

White 

97.1% 

All others 

combined 

2.9% 



Population continued 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2000. American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012. 
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Age Dependency Ratios* 

0.33

1

0.23

Under 18 years of age

18 to 64 years of age

Age 65 and over

Age Dependency Ratios for Nittany Valley Planning Region For every 1 adult aged 18 to 64, there are 0.33 

persons under the age of 18. 

For every 1 adult aged 18 to 64, there are 0.23 

person age 65 and over. 

 

*Excludes the prison population. 

Language spoken at home* 

English proficiency among the population aged 5 years and older 

The Indo-European category includes several languages.  For more specific language data, please 

go to the American Community  Survey section of the U.S. Census Bureau’s website. 

 

Population by Sex* 

Males 45.8% Females 54.2% 

*does not include the prison population 

*does not include the prison population 

95.6%

0.8%

3.2%

0.3%

0.1%

English only

Spanish

Indo-European

Asian/Pacific Islander

Other

Language spoken at home by the population 5 years of 
age and older

Marital Status* 

Population age 15 and over 

*does not include the prison population 

Married 

56.7% 

Separated 

1.3% 

Divorced 

10.2% 

Widowed 

8.1% 

Never married 

23.7% 



Labor Force NITTANY VALLEY        

REGION 

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2014. U. S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012. Pennsylvania Department of Labor & 

Industry, 2014. 
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Regional Commuter Workflows           

Number of people who commute from place of residence to place of primary employment 

Marion 

2 

Walker 

51 

Spring 

190 

Bellefonte 

377 

Benner 

88 

58 

1,437 

3,478 

1,525 

451 

2,762 

1,953 

1,789 

652 

1,459 

People commuting in 

People commuting out 

People who live and    

work within the     

municipality 

Geography 
POPULATION 16 YEARS OF 

AGE AND OLDER 

POPULATION IN THE LABOR 

FORCE 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE  

Bellefonte Borough 5,258 64.1% (3,373) 6.1% 

Benner Township 3,507 70.4% (2,469) 7.2% 

Prisons 1,893 0.0% (0) 100% 

Marion Township 919 67.6% (621) 3.2% 

Spring Township 6,283 65.1% (4,091) 4.1% 

Walker Township 3,436 74.3% (2,554) 6.2% 

Nittany Valley 21,296 61.5% (13,108) 5.4% 

Centre County 132,426 59.0% (78,070) 5.9% 



Labor Force continued 

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2014. U. S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012. Pennsylvania             

Department of Labor & Industry, 2014. 

Commuting to Work 

Drove alone - 82.7% 

Carpooled - 11% 

Public transportation - 0.7% 

Walked - 1.8% 

Other - 0.8% 

Work at home - 2.9% 

38%

17%

22%

10%

13%

Labor Force by Occupation

Management, business, science
& arts

Services

Sales & office

Natural resources, construction
& maintenance

Production, transportation &
moving

Health Insurance Coverage 

Civilian, not institutionalized population 

YES 92%           NO 8% 

MEAN TRAVEL TIME TO WORK IN MINUTES 

Bellefonte Borough 21.7 

Benner Township 19.3 

Marion Township 25.4 

Spring Township 23.6 

Walker Township 26.1 

Nittany Valley 23.2 

Centre County 19.8 

Labor force in Nittany Valley 

Males  

53.2% 

Females 

46.8% 
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 Economy 

NITTANY VALLEY        

REGION 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey  (ACS) 2008-2012.  
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Employment by Industry Sector 

271

2,310

161

1,257

426

210

551

950

4,277

837

599

501

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

Agriculture/Forestry/Mining

Construction/Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transportation/Utilities

Information

Finance/Insurance/Real Estate

Professional/Management

Education/Healthcare

Recreation/Entertainment

Public Administration

Other nonpublic services
Median Household Income 

Bellefonte  Borough 

$49,613 

Benner Township 

$53,546 

Marion Township 

$55,060 

Spring Township 

$55,682 

Walker Township 

 $56,968 
Household Income Ranges 

934 916

2,563

3,717

1,680

Less than
$15,000

$15,000 to
$24,999

$25,000 to
$49,999

$50,000 to
$99,999

$100,000 and
more

Total number of households based on income

Family Incomes 

Bellefonte Borough $63,072 

Benner Township $62,083 

Marion Township $56,985 

Spring Township $74,279 

Walker Township $64,601 



Economy continued 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey  (ACS) 2008-2012.  

Median Income 

Full-time, year round workers 

Family Status Bellefonte     

Borough 

Benner       

Township 

Marion       

Township 

Spring        

Township 

Walker       

Township 

All families 8.3% 3.1% 7.4% 3.5% 3.3% 

Married couple  

families 3.6% 2.6% 5.1% 2.6% 1.7% 

Female householder 

families 11.5% 7% 43.5% 9.3% 
16.2% 

 

All people 13.3% 5% 11.6% 8.2% 6% 

Unrelated people 15 

years of age and 

over 

28.2% 16.3% 12.5% 19.6% 10.9% 

Poverty Status across Nittany Valley 

Mean Social Security Income: $14,124 

Mean Retirement Income: $18,530 

Mean Supplemental Social Security Income 

$9,578 

Mean Cash Public Assistance Income 

$1,212 

These figures represent the mean dollar amounts as surveyed per 

municipality averaged across Nittany Valley. 

Males 

$41,150 

Females 

$34,833 

Percentage of families and people reporting poverty status in the last 12 months. 

Bellefonte 
Borough

550

Benner 
Township

460Marion 
Township

220

Spring 
Township

653

Walker 
Township

574

Number of families with children under 18 years of age in which 
both parents are in the labor force
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Family Household

Nonfamily Household

$64,204

$54,174

Family and Nonfamily Median Household Income



Housing NITTANY VALLEY        

REGION 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and 2000.  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012.  
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HOUSING TYPE (# 

OF UNITS PER 

STRUCTURE) 

Bellefonte Borough Benner Township Marion Township Spring Township Walker Township 

1-DETACHED 55.6% (1,755) 70.4% (1,260) 84.6% (407) 76.0% (2,483) 81.2% (1,486) 

1-ATTACHED 9.0% (284) 3.7% (66) 0.6% (3) 6.7% (219) 7.5% (137) 

2 UNITS 9.4% (298) 2.8% (51) 0.0% (0) 2.8% (92) 3.2% (58) 

3 OR 4 UNITS 7.7% (242) 0.9% (17) 0.0% (0) 2.0% (66) 1.9% (35) 

5 TO 9 UNITS 8.2% (258) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 4.7% (152) 0.7% (12) 

10 TO 19 UNITS 4.0% (127) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.3% (10) 0.0% (0) 

20 OR MORE UNITS 5.0% (158) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 5.3% (172) 0.0% (0) 

MOBILE HOME 1.0% (32) 22.1% (396) 11.6% (56) 2.2% (72) 5.6% (103) 

BOAT, RV, ETC. 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 

Housing Types: Number and Percent by Municipality 

Median Home Values  

Bellefonte Borough 

  $168,900 

Benner Township 

  $183,600 

Marion Township 

 $207,200 

Spring Township 

  $168,900 

Walker Township 

  $180,200 

Persons per Household 

Geography 2010 Census American Community Survey 2000 Census 

Bellefonte Borough 2.10 2.13 2.17 

Benner Township 2.38 2.46 2.42 

Prisons* 2.00 — — 

Marion Township 3.10 3.08 3.03 

Spring Township 2.36 2.39 2.47 

Walker Township 2.63 2.59 2.73 

*The prison population was averaged as part of Benner Township’s population in 2000.  In the 

2010 Census, the prison population was counted separately.  Due to low sampling, no estimate is 

available for the American Community Survey. 



Housing continued 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and 2000.  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012. 

Percent Occupied and Vacant Units 

Status Bellefonte Borough Benner Township Marion Township Spring Township Walker Township 

Occupied Units 89.1% 96.8% 91.3% 95.8% 92.8% 

Vacant Units 10.9% 3.2% 8.7% 4.2% 7.2% 

Homeowner Vacancy Rate 6.5% 2.0% 1.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Rental Vacancy Rate 10.5% 7.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Median Monthly Gross Rent 

Bellefonte Borough  $693 

Benner Township  $650 

Marion Township $644 

Spring Township $802 

Walker Township  $834 

Median Selected Monthly 

Owner Costs (SMOC)                          

for owner-occupied housing 

units with a mortgage 

Bellefonte Borough  $1,191 

Benner Township   $1,330  

Marion Township  $1,535   

Spring Township  $1,380 

Walker Township   $1,341   
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52.5%

93.3% 90.9%

73.0%

92.9%

47.5%

6.7% 9.1%

27.0%

7.1%

Bellefonte
Borough

Benner
Township

Marion
Township

Spring
Township

Walker
Township

Owner-occupied and Renter-occupied housing units

Owner-occupied

Renter-occupied

Before 1950
26%

1950 to 1969
21%

1970 to 1989
26%

1990 to 2009
27%

2010 and 
after*

0%

Age of Housing Stock based on time period built

*Estimate of the U.S. Census. Please refer to the County’s Building Report for housing construction figures. 



 Education NITTANY VALLEY        

REGION 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012.  Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2013. 
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Education Level 
Bellefonte 

Borough 

Benner 

Township 

Marion 

Township 

Spring 

Township 

Walker 

Township 
Prisons 

Less than 9th grade 3.1% 2.4% 8.0% 2.1% 2.9% 4.0% 

9th to 12th, no diploma 5.0% 4.4% 8.5% 6.9% 5.5% 18.2% 

High school or GED 34.6% 41.8% 44.5% 42.4% 41.9% 48.7% 

Some college, no degree 14.6% 11.2% 13.8% 13.4% 14.6% 23.9% 

Associate’s  degree 10.0% 13.3% 4.4% 10.5% 10.1% 2.7% 

Bachelor’s   degree 21.0% 18.8% 13.2% 17.5% 17.0% 0.4% 

Graduate or professional degree 11.6% 8.1% 7.5% 7.3% 8.0% 2.1% 

Educational Attainment  

in the population 25 years or age and over 

Less than high school 

22.7%   

High School 

5.6% 

Some college to 

 associate’s degree 

 6.4% 

3.4%   —    Bachelor’s degree or 

higher 

Education & Poverty 

For the adult population age 25 and over 

Persons reporting poverty based on education level 91.8%
93.2%

77.8%

83.4%

91.0% 91.6%

Bellefonte
Borough

Benner
Township

Prisons Marion
Township

Spring
Township

Walker
Township

Percent of the Adult Population age 25 and over 
with a high school education or higher

32.6%

26.9%

2.5%

20.7%

24.8% 25.0%

Bellefonte
Borough

Benner
Township

Prisons Marion
Township

Spring
Township

Walker
Township

Percent of the Adult Population age 25 and over 
with a Bachelor's Degree or higher

Excludes the prison population. 
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Education continued 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 2008-2012.   Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2013. 

For the adult population over age 25. Excludes the prison population. 

$60,068

$44,260

$35,045

$27,050

$26,790

Graduate/Professional

Bachelor's Degree

Some college/Associate's Degree

High school/GED

Less than high school

Education and Median Earnings

2,955
2,998

3,068
3,126

3,173
3,219

3,283
3,318

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Bellefonte Area School District Enrollment Projections for 
Grades K to 12

The Pennsylvania Department 

of Education reported that 

school  enrollment for the  

Bellefonte Area School District 

2012-2013 year was              

2,811 students. 

Public 
Enrollment

88%

Private 
Enrollment

12%

Public School and Private School Enrollment

Across Nittany Valley, 88% of 

the student population enrolled 

in kindergarten to 12th grade  

are in public schools. 

Individuals who attain higher 

levels of education typically 

earn more income, which is 

seen in the earnings by           

education. 


